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Latest Cao Oversight News: 

Cao Announces Settlement in Chinese Drywall Litigation

New Orleans, LA,                             October 14, 2010 - 

NEW ORLEANS, LA – Today, Congressman Anh “Joseph” Cao  (LA-2) announced that the State of Louisiana has reached a settlement  with Knauf Plasterboard Tianjin (KPT), one of the manufacturers being  sued for distributing defective Chinese drywall.

 

Cao said, “This decision marks the first time that  homeowners with hazardous drywall will be remediated on a large scale.   In the past 22 months, I have made this local and national quality of  life and housing issue a priority.  It’s great to see those efforts  paying off for the people affected financially and physically.”
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According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission  (CPSC), KPT will participate in a pilot program which will repair up to  300 homes containing KPT drywall in Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, and  Alabama.

 

Mandated by U.S. District Court Judge Eldon Fallon, the  demonstration program to repair these homes will follow strict  requirements, including removing all drywall and wiring, restoring each  home to the same construction quality that existed prior to the start of  the remediation work, and compensating homeowners for alternative  living costs during the remediation process.  The program will be funded  by KPT and a number of builders, drywall suppliers, and their insurers.

 

The CPSC website  states that contaminated drywall is known to corrode electrical wiring  and trigger respiratory problems.  More than 3,500 complaints have been  submitted to the CPSC from affected homeowners.

--

On Tuesday, October 19th , Cao will host a  townhall from 11:00am until 1:00pm on the campus of Loyola University of  New Orleans for LA-2 constituents affected by defective drywall.   Joining him will be CPSC Commissioner Anne Northrup and representatives  from the Louisiana State Attorney General’s Office and the Louisiana  Recovery Authority. The meeting will give constituents the opportunity  to receive information about the state’s lawsuit, remediation  assistance, and get an update on research into the content and dangers  of the drywall.

 

This townhall is among numerous steps the Congressman has  taken to address the hazardous drywall dilemma.  Cao has also hosted  briefings and hearings on contaminated drywall in Washington, D.C.,  where he is a member of the Congressional Drywall Caucus.
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http://josephcao.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=99188-3633761http://www.cpsc.gov/info/drywall/where.html
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Click here for more Cao news.
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http://josephcao.house.gov/News/

